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I.—F organ Potitics, 


1191, The Moslem Chronicle observes that it has always regarded the Mosue™ Curomiczs, 


oa of Armenians at the Armenians in Turkey as an egregious type of 


political blunder, and that the best solution of the 
chimerical Armenian grievance lay in letting the Sultan have a free and 
unfettered hand in dealing with this nation of professional agitators—very 
much as the late Amir Abdur Rahman was allowed to do with the Kaffirs. 
The Armenians, the Turks think, deserve no quarter ; and few Turks would be 
sorry if they were hounded to death, atrocious and revolting as their practices 
are. Nor is the Chronick in the least surprised that the approaching Congress 
of Armenians at Brussels is viewed with great apprehension by most of their 
more intelligent and reasonable co-nationalists at Constantinople. Those who 
call together these meetings and participate in them have no mandate from 
the mass of the people, and are self-constituted champions of a cause which, 
if it is a good one, requires no such freelance support. As a matter of fact, 
the Armenian Patriarch has lately received considerable favours from the 
Sultan in the matter of full permission to establish an orphanage at Prinkipo, 
and the remission of all dues in connection with transfer of property, 
landing of material, etc.—a remission equivalent to a gift of £1,000 
at least. And this is the more remarkable, from the fact that, at the 
same time that the Armenians are allowed to settle at Prinkipo officially, no 
Turkish Ottoman subjects are permitted to reside in the island, although many 
high functionaries possess bsautiful houses and fine properties purchased there 
of late years. | 

In the opinion of the Chronicle it has been abundantly proved that the 
character of several of these Committees is distinctly anarchic and revolutionary, 
and whilst the Patriarch is endeavouring by protestations of loyalty and 
promises of good conduct to obtain better treatment for the Armenians in 
Turkey, the Committees leave no stone unturned to provoke the Sultan to 
reprisals by exciting the nation to insubordination and appealing to the 
Powers to interfere within his dominions. 

1192. The Jndian Mirror refers to the new Russian policy towards 
Afghanistan enunciated by the Vov e Vremys, that 
a Russian Agent must be located at Kabul to 
guard Russo-Afghan commercial interests, and wonders what will be the 
result if Amir Habibullah should refuse to accept the proposition. Will not 
Russia have to reckon with the Indian Government if she desires to enforce 
her wishes ? But, continues the journal, there has long heen the ‘ counsel of 
perfection ” to the effect, that Russia and England would be the better friends 
for dividing up Afghanistan between themselves. In other words, England 
and Russia are coolly advised to enter into a compact of joint brigandage ! 


The Russo-Afghan question. 


II.—-Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(b)— Working of the Courts. 


1198. The Bengailee adds the following to the numerous complaints 
regarding the way in which business is done in 


The Sealdeh Magistency. the Sealdah Magistrate’s Court. 


There is a persistent allegation, which is supported by facts, that there is. 


“ particular pleader, Babu Mohendra Nath Lahiri, who is a special favourite of 
the Deputy Magistrate, and who exercises a great influence over him and 
sometimes gets things done where others have failed. 


(d)—Education. 


1194. The fate of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation has, says the 

| Amrita Bazar Patrika, overtaken the Indian Univer- 

The recommendations of the gities, and instead of being popular bodies any 
ee eee more, it is proposed to reduce them to the position 


of mere departments of the Government to the exclusion of the Indian element. 


which is predominant in some of them, as, for instance, the Calcutta 
University. Especially is the journal alarmed at the power it is proposed to 
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vest in the Syndicate which composed of officials under the Chairmanship of the 
Director of Public Instruction, will be entrusted with the authority to appoint 
a teacher, affiliate or disaftiliate a college, and whose decision not even the 
Senate will have the power to review. : 
Turning its attention to the public meeting it is proposed to hold, the 
Patrika would have liked it postponed till the public mind had been 
thoroughly prepared for it, till they understood what the recommendations 
of the Commission amount to. It hopes it will not be a schoolboy affair, 
characterized by sound and fury. It will do more mischief in that case than 
good. What, in the journalist’s opinion, it is necessary to show the Government 
is that the recommendations have caused the greatest possible alarm among the 
people, and the astute Government, it guarantees, will immediately adopt 
measures to allay that apprehension. 
1195. The Hast does not believe that Lord Curzon intends to check the 
The recommendations of the Spread of higher education in this country, though 
Universities Commission, it is afraid that His Excellency may be led in some 
respects by the recommendations of the Commission to narrow the broad 
basis of it. | 
In these circumstances, as it is the middle classes which will be chiefly 
affected by the change in the policy of the Government, the Last recommends 
that the Government of India be quickly urged to consider the recommendations 
made in all their bearings, | 
1196. Commenting on the success of the meeting and commending 
. mufassal towns to follow the lead of the metrowolis, 
prne Town Hall meeting and the the Hindoo Patriot explains that the promoters 
niversities Commission s Report. _ ‘ , : 
| of the meeting were seriously handicapped in the 
matter of selecting speakers, as all directly or indirectly engaged in the work 
of education, like Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji, Kali Charan Banerji, N. N. 
Ghose and A. M. Bose, had carefully and scrupulously to be excluded. 
1197. The Reis and Rayyet in writing in praise of the meeting held to 
iia consider the recommendations of the Universities - 
a Commission, ventures to think that Lord Curzon’s 
Government will act wisely if it listens to the voice of public protest raised 
in no uncertain note of alarm and apprehension at the retrograde and revolu- 
tionary character of the recommendations of the Commissioners, and dropped 
the objectionable measures advocated by them. ) 
1198. The Bengalee describes the Town Hall meeting as a great and 
Ibid unqualified success which must convince the Gov- 
ernment that it is not afew school-masters, *‘ the 
manufacturers of graduates and under-graduates” as they have been contemptu- 
ously called, who have raised an outcry against the Report of the Commission, 
but it is the eutire community, which strongly disapprove of many of the 
recommendations which they regard as disastrous to the interests of high 
education. 
1199. Writing on this subject the ZJndian Mirror says:— 


Ibid On the whole, then, we may fairly say that 

last F'riday’s great demonstration voices the opinion 

of all sections of the Indian community in Bengal. The alarm has spread 
throughout the land. We should not be surprised if the agitation spreads 
from end to end of the country and protest meetings are held everywhere, and 


Government is inundated with petitions, Lord Curzon has raised a spectre 
which it will require all his magic to lay, 


1200. Writing again of the Town Hall meeting, the Bengalee says that 


Ibid it was quite in accordance with the fitness of things 


if students preponderated at the meeting, but there 
were otlier classes of the educated community both of this city and the Pro- 


vince also represented. It quotes Lord Curzon himself on the necessity for cau- 
tious reform, and remarks that it is difficult to believe that, with this defimite 
pronouncement of his own policy, His Excellency will accept the revolutionary 
proposals of the Commission which are in entire conflict with the past policy 


of the Government of India, and involve a wholesale reconstruction of the Univer-~ 
sity and of the Indian Educational system, . | | 


OO = Mf ee oF 
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1201. Power and Guardian writes that although the progress of the age 
li i demands an occasional and careful consideration of 
Report. the educational question, the Government is not 

justified in introducing arbitrary and revolutionary 
changes into the whole system. It isanxious to know if the recommendations 
made by the Commission are the outcome of the evidence collected by it. It 
suspects that the changes suggested are the result of a preconceived determina- 
tion onthe part of the Commission to restrict higher education, otherwise 
the public would have very little to complain of if the recommendatiuns had 
been the logical and inevitable conclusion of the bulk of the evidence collected. 


1202. The Indian Nation devotes over two pages to acriticism of the 
hid. report of the Universities Commission, condemning 

altogether their straying from the consideration of 

questions of pure education to those of statesmanship. As constituted, they 
were supposed to be mere educational experts, and had no business to enter 
upon high politics and make even a single recommendation on grounds 
which cannot be other than social and political, Whether poor students 
should or should not be permitted to receive a high education, whether 
society and the State would be benefited or injured by an attempt on 
the part of poor students to receive that education, whether they themselves 


_ would be benefited or injured, are questions of statesmanship and not of pedago- 


giesor even of school administration. It is for rulers of men to decide such 


questions. Itis for Viceroys and Governors-General to decide them. Surely — 


it is the interest of poor students to earn a livelihood, and what sort of liveli- 
hood can be earned by a poor student who has not gone through a University 
course? But as the poor in thiscouniry include Brahmins, Kayasthas and 
Vaidyas, to shut them out from a University education would be to condemn 
them to starvation, for they will not ply the menial trades. Industrial education 
provided by the Government is offered on terms which make it inaccessible to 
the poor. Cheap arts and law colleges are the only resource open to them, not 
for rank, distinction, culture, original thought, or the service of humanity, but 
Jor a livelthood. } 


Again, as to whether the diminution of lawyers in India would be an evi! 
or a good, mixed or unmixed, is not a question of legal education at all,’ but a 
grave social or political question. The Nation would have Government know 
that in the native community animpression is prevalent that a Law College, 
managed by Government, though designed with the best intentions, will 
really do little to improve the quality of legal education, but willbe an 
excellent-institution for providing some of the European members of the Bar, 
resident in India or’ brought out from home, with decent lectureships. No 
greater reform is expected than the replacement of black Professors by white. 

‘‘The Commission were constituted to report only on educational ques- 
tions, They had no business to talk of anything else, but as they have chosen 
to talk of many other things, these can only deserve to be rejected as so much 
surplusage like Mr. Pennell’s discourses on men and things in general in his 
famous judgment in the Noakhalicase. ‘The Commission had not been formed 
to concert measures for remodelling the administration of the country or 
reconstituting Indian society. They had nothing to do with any question of 
policy or State-craft. But they apparently found it difficult to confine them- 
selves to their own legitimate province, and they have shown a persistent 
tendency to deal with high questions of policy. We wonder they did not realise 
the ludicrousness of their attempt to pose as statesmen vested with the functions 
of re-shaping an empire.” | 


1203. In the opinion of the Bengal-e no report made by any Commis- 
Indian public opinion and the sion, within living memory, has evoked a stronger, 


" Teport of the Universities Commis- yore wide-spread or more unanimous condemna- 


sion. tion than the Keport of the Universities Commission. 


The Native Press throughout India, in Bengal and Bombay, in Madras, the 
Punjab and the United Provinces have, with singular unanimity and emphasis, 
condemned the leading recommendations of the Commission and it behoves 
the Government to take note of the situation. ‘There is an underlying feeling— 
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it may be right or it may be wrong, but it is there—that political, rather than 


- educational, considerations have determined many of the recommendations ; f 


the Commission and that they are a part of the reactionary policy which is now 
in the ascendantin the counsels of the empire. 


1204. Referring to the nose = the Town re meeting which 

appeared in the Englishman, and with special refer. 

Eagle re Rycorteeraie oy the ence to the correspondent’s statement that when. 

ever the name of His Excellency the Viceroy was 

mentioned, it was hissed and jeered at by the juvenile portion of the audience, 
the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes :— 


We have again to refer to the hurried manner in which the meeting was 
got up. No juveniles ought to have been permitted to be present at the 
meeting; and if the meeting had not been sprung upon the public suddenly, 
this might have been arranged. We hope His Excellency will be gracious 
enough not to mind this silly way of expressing dissatisfaction on the part of 
some young men. It is needless to say that, when Lord Curzon was hissed, 
the assembled gentlemen, as a whole, were simply horror-struck. 


In India meetings are always held in aquiet manner. Indeed, the British 
Parliament, which is the most sober body in the world, can take a lesson 
from the Indians in this respect. Brutality in any shape is foreign to Hindu 
nature. We deeply regret that some of our unthinking countrymen are 
learning the vices of the West. 


1205. Reverting to this subject, the Behar Herald writes that the 

chilis _.. proposals of the Commission will admittedly 

Pk Universities Commissions + narrow the basis of liberal education,” and this 

| is why the Indian rebels. After so long an enjoy- 

ment of a system of popular education, what is he offered at its withdrawal ? 
Nothing that is congenial to him or in harmdny with his traditions. 


The Herald appeals to Lord Curzon to stand between the Indian and 


intellectual starvation and to allow no rehearsal of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act. 


1206. The Bengalee refers to the speech of Maulvi Abdul Karin, B.4,; 

— - delegate from the Burdwan Muhammadan —- 

e Universities Commission’s tion, at the recent Town Hall meeting, as a public 

ne ei gy the Muhammadan  digavowal of Mr. Belgrami, who sat m4 the Univer- 

sities Commission, by a member of his own cons 

munity. It states that the speech confirms the general opinion that the Muham- 

madan community will be even more injuriously affected by the recommenda- 

tions of the Commission than will the Hindus, and that it behoves them there- 
fore to speak out in their own interests, 


1207. The Indian Mirror says that although a benignant Government has 

mus made the path of education and progress specially 

easy for the Muhammadans, if the recommendations 

of the Universities Commission are adopted, and if Muhammadan poverty is 
greater than Hindu poverty, Muhammadan progress is done for indeed. 


1208. The Indian Nation comments as follows on a recent discussion 

. nee by the Senate of the Calcutta University, as to 

ag yd Galati Geltenten whether the students who had been unsuccessful 

at the last B.Sc. examination should not be per- 
mitted to appear at the B. A, Examination on its scientific side:— 


A student takes up the B, Sc. course, and is plucked. What is there in 
reason—pace Regulations—to prevent him from appearing in the B, A. 
Examination? Is the selection of a particular course an irrevocable act, an 
unpardonable sin which leaves no locus penitentie to the offender? Aut B. 
Sc. aut nullus ; either a B. Sc. or nothing. Is that the principle to be followed? 
We presume that most, if not all, of the candidates at the B. Sc. were bent 


upon entering the legal profession orsome one of the higher services. As they 
have failed, must they be for ever barred from realising those expectations? 
What is there special in the B. Sc. course to make retreat from it im possible ? 


= &: 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminis train, 


1209. In a lengthy leader the Hindoo Patriot recites the following 
municipal grievances under which the Calcutta 
rate-payers labour, gern considerable addi- 
tional money is being spent by the Corporation on establishments :-— 


Busti cleaning and general town conservancy, it says, have steadily 
gone from bad to worse. The water-supply is as deficient as ever, and there 
is no more sign of a continuous and better supply of drinking water now than 
there was two years ago. Drains are as filthy as ever and flushing arrange- 
ments, in view of the additional filth that is drained away now by connected 
privies, hopelessly inadequate, leading to malarial fever becoming permanent 
in this city. The suburban drainage and outfall question is as far removed 
from satisfactory solution as ever, while road repairs are notoriously defective, 
and between the Tramway Company, the Road Department and the Electric 
Companies, Calcutta roads, especially in the northern part of the town, are 
9, perfect disgrace. Busti and town improvements have been practically 


abandoned, and, lastly, the oppressive working of the building regulations 
causes 80 much distress. 


In view of these facts, if announces that, under the auspices of the British 
Indian Association, a conference of the leading representatives of the different 
wards of Calcutta will be held, at the rooms of the Association, to 
consider municipal questions in general, with special reference to hardships 
experienced by rate-payers under the operation of the existing municipal law. 
It throws out the hint that the more tractable of the 28 Commissioners who 


resigned, might consider ina dispassionate way Mr. Greer’s desire for their 
return to the Council. 


Municipal grievances in Calcutta. 


1210. Referring to the high municipal rates now reached in Calcutta, 
and to the objection taken by the Chairman to 


allowing the exercise of the discretion in making 
lenient valuations, the Hindoo Patriot says :— 


‘‘T¢ is not the subordinates in the sense that Mr. Greer talks here that 
do the actual assessment work. It is only the assessor and his immediate 
assistants that do the work. The amins and other subordinates only 
prepare the plans, measurements and other particulars upon which the assess- 
ment work proceeds. ‘Their work is directly under the supervision of the 
Vice-Chairman, and if superior officers like the Vice-Chairman, the assessor, 
and his immediate assistants cannot be vested with discretionary powers like 
these, with proper limitations, the Chairman himself will have to take up the 
assessment work in its entirety. If the executive are unable or unwilling to 
help, legislative interference must be invoked, and we have the solemn 
promises of Government that the situation would be reconsidered in case of 


real hardship and grievance, such as mere executive indulgence should not 
redress.” : { : 


Municipal assessment in Caloutta. 


(h)— General, 


1211. Referring to the advent of English Doctors for plague inoculation 
- operations in the Punjab, the Amrita Bazar Pairika 
_ The English Doctors for plague 7 
tnoculation in the Punjab. writes :-— : : 

: ‘There is no doubt of it that the proposed 
inoculation campaign is going to be undertaken from the best of motives, but 
all the same the intelligence has caused something like panic among the 
Punjabis. The reason is not far to seek, in view of what.happaned at Poona, 
Bombay, Calcutta and elsewhere. The presence of a European, fresh from 
England and quite unacquainted with the manners, customs, usages and 
language of the people, among illiterate village folks, for the purpose of 
performing a hypodermic injection, is hardly calculated to produce any other 
feeling. Then, again, no Hindu or Muhammadan lady, nay, even an ordinary 
Indian woman, will ever submit to the operation.” eo 
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The paper then passes on to the question of employing Indians for the: 
work. Such an arrangement would have this merit that it would be less costly 
while being equally efficient. Besides the people here would accept innova. 
tions more readily at the hands of their countrymen than foreigners, 

1212, Continuing its observations on this subject, the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika says :— 

Three years ago the cry was raised that the 
would die rather than take kindly to the ¢ika, [f 
the Government after this, in its infinite goodness, thinks it proper that the 
people should be inoculated, the work should be entrusted to the hands of 
Indian medical men of whom thereis no dearth. <A good deal of persuasion 
would be necessary to induce the people to accept the innovation, and the 
natives of the country are therefore better fitted, than are aliens, for this task. 
What a stupendous wrong to this country that foreigners should be brought out 
from England for the purpose of inoculating the people, when there are plenty 
of Indians quite competent to do the work ! 

1213. The Behar Herald complains that Bhagalpur, a Hindu city, is now 
: oe being manned by Muhammadans principally, and 

ee that the Senior Deputy Magistrate of Bankipore 
has suddenly and for no apparent reason been transferred to Muzaffarpur. 
It inweighs against the practice of sending officers from districts where they 
are well known to districts in which they would be strangers, and thinks that 
it would be well if Government were able to satisfy the public that transfers 
are made only when unavoidable, 

1214. The following paragraph appears in the Bengalee :— 

As we said, a few days ago, the last Report of 
the Sanitary Commissioner contains the extraordi- 
nary statement that the infant mortality in Calcutta has reached the alarming 
figure of 50 percent. It has naturally given rise to a good deal of comment 
in the community. In reply to the communications which have reached us as 

y of the medical practitioners in this vital question, 
it might be stated that Dr, Sarat Mullick is already in communication with the 
proper authorities. We hope that some effective solution will be found for this 
problem, as the Sanitary Commissioner can assign no cause for this deplorable 
state of affairs. | : 

1215. Roughly estimating the total cost of the Delhi Darbar at a crore of 

iain st tes ite Deis rupees, the Bengalee says one’s heart cannot fail to 
ree be moved to protest against this wilful waste side 

by side with so much woful want as now exists in different parts of the country, 
especially in the Bombay Presidency, where a famine is imminent, This 
expenditure will have to be repeated when His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales visits India the following year. And the result of this waste of money 
in the case of Native Chiefs is, says the journal, deplorable. Like the Idar State 
whose affairs are in an embarrassed ped tag there are others who are similarly 
crippled by a succession of deficient harvests. The journal pities the position 
of those Chiefs who cannot pay the incidental expenses of their presence at the 
Delhi Darbar without having recourse to borrowing and who would fain stay 
ower if by doing so they were not considered guilty of disrespect to the 

iceroy. 

1316. The Amrita Bazar Patrika does not understand why the Indian 
tax-payer should be made to pay for the cost of the 
Pasteur Institute which is maintained mainly for 
the benefit of Europeans residing in this country. When the Inspector-General 
of Civil Hospitals recommended the establishment of a dispensary at every 
police-station, the Lieutenant-Governor was enough to say that the 
villagers inthis province needed no such institution, and yet the same 
Government takes the tax-payer’s money to support the abovenamed institute 
and the eae Rg General Hospital in Calcutta. : 

1217. ‘The Bengalee is quite indifferent in the matter of Sir John Wood- 

burn’s successor, if Sir Henry Cotton is out of the 
‘running. All Bengal would, it says, have rejoiced 
at his appointment, but as regards the rest, the 
Hon'ble Mr. Fraser and Mr. Ibbetson, one is just as good as another. 
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1218. The Amrita Bazar Patrika asks why the children of the soil are “pura (™4™ 
precluded from competing at the Opium examina- 2h aug. 1902 


ee tion, and what has become of ‘“‘the poor thing \ 
called tbe Queen’s Proclamation?’ Indians, it says, have no hopes—no fyture— ta 


it is blank despair before them all along the line. licence. 
1219. The Bengalee appeals to the District Judge of Hooghly to examine — 28th aug. 1902. 
0 ios ee Clee aad the attendance register of the clerks attached to 
panera anes o* the Court of tho Ist Munsif of Howrah and to 


the satisfy himself as to the number of hours the amlas are made to work. It 
of trusts he will take such steps as may seem just and proper to him in view of 
rion the fact that the clerks are falling ill from overwork. 
the 1220. The Amrita Bazar Patrika supports the action of the Government ““}i74 Bazan 
ry in transferring Mr. Garrett from Puri to Muzaffar- os, aug. 1902, 
out oat bat te te . rae. Garrett pur. If official lawlessness is not punished, the 
nty result, it says, is likely to be the collapse of the 
administration. It is not actually in the interests of the people that officials in 
ow the position of Magistrates should be punished. If local authorities break the | 
ind law and procedure, they pave the way to anarchy, and the responsible Govern- | 
ore ment has to stop it for its own sake, 
ur. 
= IV.—NatiIvE STATEs, 
hat 1221. The Bengalee again refers to this case now before the Government Rosana 
ers wan , of India, and is convinced that Lord Curzon will “ “* } 
ee decide it in the only way open to him, viz., to || 
recoghize the immemorial custom of Tippera, of the Jubraj becoming Raja and {| 
of the Bara Thakur the Jubraj. Moreover, the Bara Thakur whom the Raja has 
di- attempted to supersede is one who has been already repeatedly recognized by 
ng the Government as the successor after him since 1878. It is impossible that in Hh 
nt the presence of aclear and well-defined custom with which all its records are 
as full, the Government will go back upon its own recognition, and stultify itself. i} 
mn, | 
he V1I.—MisceLLaneous. 
Je 1222. The Moslem Chronicle complains that the leading Muhammadan garage rege 
| Employment of Muhammadane, 2#™indars in Bengal are entirely careless about aaa ik 
a proymen® Of © WEN" patronising their own co-religionists by providing | Ve 
a them with appointments in their estates. This want of cohesion and consolida- if 
j tion, of help and patronage is, it says, mainly responsible for the low position 
r occupied by the Muhammadans as compared with the other races of India. To 
Y this employment of other sects in countries like Turkey, Algeria, Zanzibar, Ht 
f Persia and Morocco is also attributable their woful plight, Citing the case of ot 
" Afghanistan under the late Amir, who got his subjects instructed in the manu- th 
7 facture of arms and in the development of the industries of his country, and ii 
* has made it the most thriving, prosperous and independent Muhammadan ie) 
i country in the world, the journal appeals to its rich and influential co-religion- 1 
ists to lend their poor brethren a helping hand and uplift them in the scale of 
nations. 
y 
x: OFFICE OF THE INnspR.-GENERAL 
* of Pouicr, L. P., H. B. St. LEGER, 
? 
ey Seen |  Asaet, to the Inspr.-General of Polwe, L. P. ‘if 
‘ ‘The 30th August 1902. = ie 
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